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December 5, 2025 
 
Mr. Matt Stawowy, Supervisor 
Deep River Township 
P.O. Box 440 
Sterling, MI 48659 
(989) 654-3161 
 
Dear Mr. Stawowy: 
 
We have completed the spongy moth egg mass surveys for the 2026 season in Deep River Township, and 
I have great news once again! During the survey we found no areas with sufficient egg mass densities 
that would warrant treatment recommendations for the 2026 season. This is the kind of news that we 
have been working to report since the beginning of this population cycle. Spongy moth populations are 
crashing in many areas across the state, but this news comes with an important caveat. 
 
We are still seeing potentially damaging spongy moth populations in other Michigan communities. In fact, 
we even took on new Michigan clients this season that are showing egg mass densities higher than we ever 
observed in Deep River Twp. This said, we feel that we must adhere to the Integrated Pest Management 
(IPM) strategy which encourages monitoring in-lieu of costly treatment. The environmental controls we 
have referenced in prior reports (Entomophaga sp. fungus and NPV) appear to be effectively limiting 
populations in Deep River Twp, but for unknown reasons, these controls have not generated the prolonged 
suppression seen in previous cycles in Michigan. It would be highly disappointing to engage in costly 
reactionary spraying should the populations rebound to damaging levels again. For this reason, we strongly 
encourage Deep River Township to continue with some sort of monitoring program.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to work for Deep River Township again this season. Please let me know if I 
can help with anything further at: 989-689-0223 or spongymoth@aquaticremedies.com. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Neal Swanson 
Owner/Biologist 
 


